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Law on Sejm Elections, 3 July 1991 
 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 
 

Article 1 
Election of deputies to the Sejm of the Republic of Poland are popular, direct, equal, and free, and conducted by secret 

ballot 

 

Article 2 

Under the principle of proportionality, 460 deputies are elected to the Sejm of the Republic of Poland with the 

reservation that: 

 

Article 2 (1)  
391 deputies are elected from district lists of candidates in multiseat electoral districts; 

 

Article 2 (2)  
69 deputies are elected from national lists of candidates linked to district lists of candidates. 

 

Article 3 

Every voter has one vote. 
 

Article 4 (1)  

1. The term of office of the Sejm commences on the day of its first session and continues until the deputies gather for 

the first session of the subsequent term of office of the Sejm. 

 

Article 4 (2)  
2. The president of the Republic of Poland orders elections to take place no later than four months prior to the 

expiration of the Sejm’s term of office, designating election day on a legal nonwork day during the last month of the 

expiring term of office of the Sejm. The president’s order is published in DZENNIK USTAW RZECZPOSPOLITEJ 

POLSKIEJ no later than 115 days before election day. 

 

Article 4 (3)  
3. In the order referred to in Paragraph 2, the president simultaneously designates the dates on which the activities of 

the electoral calendar prescribed in this law expire. 

 

Article 5 (1)  
1. In the event of dissolution of the Sejm, the president orders, no later than seven days from the date of the 

dissolution order, new elections to the Sejm, designating them on a legal work-free day within four months from the 

date the order to dissolve the Sejm is issued. 

 

Article 5 (2)  

2. The president’s order is published in DZENNIK URZEDOWY RZECZPOSPOLITEJ POLSKIEJ "MONITOR POLSKI" no 

later than 100 days prior to election day; in this event the provisions of Article 4, Paragraph 3, apply correspondingly. 
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^ CHAPTER 2 
 

Article 6 (1)  

1. The right to vote belongs to persons with Polish citizenship who have reached 18 years of age by election day 

(electoral franchise). 

 

Article 6 (2)  
2. The right to vote also belongs to persons whose Polish citizenship has not been documented and who are not 

citizens of another country, provided that they have been permanently residing on the territory of the Polish Republic 

for at least five years. 

 

Article 7 
The following persons are not eligible to vote: 

1) those deprived of public rights by a valid court decision; 

2) those deprived of voting rights by a ruling of the Tribunal of the State; 

3) those declared entirely or partially incapacitated by a valid court decision due to mental illness or mental 

retardation. 

 

Article 8 
To be elected to the Sejm a person must be a Polish citizen who is eligible to vote, and if on election day he/she has 

completed 21 years of age and if he/she has been permanently residing on the territory of the Polish Republic for at 

least five years. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 3 
 

Article 9 
1. Names of persons eligible to vote are recorded on the voters list. 

2. A voters’ name may be recorded on only one voters list. 

 

Article 10 
1. The voters list is prepared according to the updated registry of voters in a gmina, kept by the gmina office pursuant 

to guidelines defined in separate regulations. 

2. Persons deprived of voting rights are deleted from the voters list with notices in accordance with notices from courts 

of law or from the Tribunal of State, transmitted by a procedure specified by the minister of justice. 

 

Article 11 
1. The voters list is prepared in two copies separately for each electoral ward, according to the addresses of the voters. 

2. The voters list specifies the voter’s name and surname, father’s name, date of birth, and address. 

3. The voters list is prepared by the gmina office no later than 14 days before election day, as a task (instructed by the 

state). 

 

Article 12 

1. Military personnel performing basic or periodic military service, serving as candidates for the career military, or 

undergoing exercises and military retraining, as well as labor-brigade members doing substitute military service in civil 

defense outside their home districts are registered on request in the voters list they select, prepared for the locality in 

which they are serving. The request is submitted 21 to 14 days prior to election day. 

2. The provisions of Paragraph 1 apply correspondingly to police personnel from barracked units. 

3. Commanders of military, civil-defense, and police units are obliged to provide military, labor-brigade, and police 
personnel with the conditions for exercising the rights arising from Paragraph 1. 

4. The minister of national defense and the minister of internal affairs, upon consulting the State Electoral Commission, 

shall specify the manner in which the commanders are to perform their obligations referred to in Paragraph 3. 
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Article 13 (1)  

A voter lacking an address is registered on the voters list proper for the locality of his/her actual sojourn upon his/her 

request submitted to the gmina office preparing said list, no later than seven days prior to election day. 
 

Article 13 (2)  

1. Voters lists for hospitals, social care institutions, penitentiaries, and detention centers are prepared by the 

concerned gmina offices on the basis of rosters of persons whose period of residence in these institutions includes 

election day. 

2. Rosters of the persons referred to in Paragraph 1 are transmitted by directors of the institutions to the gmina offices 

no later than 14 days prior to election day. 

 

Article 15 
1. Information about the inclusion in voters lists of persons residing temporarily (not longer than two months) in a 

given electoral ward as well as of the military, labor-brigade, and police personnel referred to in Article 12, and the 

persons staying at hospitals, social care homes, penitentiaries, and detention centers is transmitted to the gmina 

offices proper for the permanent addresses of these persons, so that their names may be deleted from their home 

voters lists. 

2. A voter who changed his address after the voters list is prepared receives on demand from the gmina office 

preparing that list a certificate of the right to vote that authorized him to vote in his new electoral ward on election 

day. 

3. The gmina office that prepared the list of voters deletes from that list the persons who were issued certificates of the 

right to vote owing to their change of address as well the persons concerning whom it has received official notice that 

they were registered in another electoral district. 

 

Article 16 
1. The voters list is kept by the gmina office and is made available for public viewing. 

2. The village head or city mayor notifies voters by the customary means of the preparation of the voters list and of 

the place and time of its availability for public viewing. 

 

Article 17 
1. Polish citizens traveling abroad who can show a valid Polish passport are registered on the voters list prepared by 

the local consulate of the Republic of Poland. 

2. The registration is performed on the basis of an application received from the interested party verbally, in writing, 

by telephone, by telegraph or by telefax. The application should contain name and surname, father’s name, place of 

sojourn of the voter, and the number and place and date of issue of the valid Polish passport. The application can be 

submitted at the latest three days before election day. 

3. The State Electoral Commission shall, in cooperation with the minister of foreign affairs, define the manner in which 

the voters list referred to in Paragraph 1 is to be prepared and updated. 

 

Article 18 
1. Any citizen can submit to a gmina office, verbally or in writing, a claim about any irregularities in the preparation of 

the voters list, and in particular concerning: 

1) omission of a voter on the voters list; 

2) registration on the voters list of a person who lacks the right to vote; 

3) inclusion in the voters list of improper data about the voters registered. 

2. The village head or city mayor is required to consider the claim within 48 hours from the date of its submission and 

make a decision concerning revisions of the voters list. 

3. The decision is handed immediately to the claimant and, when it concerns other persons, and to those other persons 

as well. 

4. Claims regarding a voters list which concern persons referred to in Article 17, Paragraph 1, are considered by the 

local Polish consul. The consul’s decision on these claims are final. 

 

Article 19 
1. A decision which disregards the claim or results in a deletion from the voters list may be appealed within 48 hours 

thereafter by the claimant or the person deleted from said list to the proper district court through the mediation of the 

village head or the city mayor. The appeal should be filed together with a copy of the decision in question and the file 

of the case. 

2. The court considers the appeal in nonlitigious proceedings, in a panel of one judge and two lay-judges within three 

days from the date of filing. A copy of the court’s ruling is handed to the appellant and to the village head or city 

mayor who prepared the voters list. The court’s ruling is final. 

 

Article 20 

The State Electoral Commission specifies, in cooperation with the Minister of Internal Affairs, the sample voters list, the 

manner of preparation and updating of the list, the sample notice of registration of a voter on the voters list of another 

electoral district, and the sample certificate of the right to vote. 
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Article 21 

The voters list is transmitted not latter than on the eve of election day to the chairman of the proper ward electoral 

commission. 
 

Article 22 

The ward electoral commission adds to the voters list on election day: 

1) persons presenting certificates of the right to vote, on attaching such certificates to the voters list; 

2) persons omitted on the voters list if, by showing a notation in their identity card, can prove that they are registered 

permanent residents of the electoral ward concerned, and if the gmina office confirms that it had not been notified of 

the loss of their right to vote. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 4 
 

Article 23 
Voting can be done only in person. 

 

Article 24 

Voting can be done only by a voter who is registered on the voters list, as well as by voters added to that list pursuant 

to the provisions of Article 22. 

 

Article 25 
1. Voting takes place on the premises of the ward electoral commission without any intermission between 6:00 a.m. 

and 8:00 p.m. 

2. In special cases, especially those warranted by a request of voters, the ward electoral commission may, upon 

consulting the district electoral commission, fix an earlier hour for the commencement of voting. 

3. Voting in electoral wards abroad takes place between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. local time. If local time is such that 

voting would be completed on the day following the election day in Poland, voting is conducted on the day preceding 

election day. 

 

Article 26 
1. Before voting commences, the ward electoral commission checks to see that the ballot box is empty whereupon it 

closes it and affixes thereto the commission’s seal and determines the number of the ballots received. 

2. Once the ballot box is sealed, it may not be opened until the voting is over. 

3. From the moment voting commences until it ends, at least three persons belonging to the ward electoral 

commission should be present on the voting premises, with at least one of these persons being the commission 

chairperson or his/her deputy. 

 

Article 27 
1. Before voting, the voter shows the ward electoral commission a document serving to verify his/her identity. 

2. A voter who is registered on the voters list but lacks a document serving to verify his/her identity may call upon two 

credible witnesses known to the commission’s members to confirm his identity. The commission’s ruling on the 

confirmation of identity is final. 

3. The voter receives from the commission a ballot. To prevent multiple voting, the voter confirms receipt of the ballot 

by signing his name in the appropriate column on the voters list. 

4. The ward electoral commission issues a ballot that is additionally provided with the commission’s own seal. 

 

Article 28 
A voter who votes abroad receives a ballot only upon presenting the ward electoral commission with a valid Polish 

passport. 

 

Article 29 (1)  

1. On receiving a ballot a voter enters a site that is screened off to assure secrecy of voting on the electoral premises. 

 

Article 29 (2)  
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2. On the ballot containing district lists of candidates for deputies the voter votes for a particular list by placing an "X" 

in the box to the left of the name of one of the candidates on that list, which thereby points to that candidate’s priority 

in winning the mandate. 

 

Article 29 (3)  
3. Next, the voter casts the ballot into the ballot box, on folding it so that its printed side would not be visible. 

 

Article 30 

A disabled person may, at his/her request, be assisted in voting by other persons, with the exception of 

representatives of political parties. 

 

Article 31 
1. Voting may not be interrupted. Should extraordinary happenings make voting temporalily impossible, the ward 

electoral commission may discontinue, prolong, or postpone it to the following day. This decision should be 

immediately made public and conveyed to the district electoral commission and the village head or the city mayor. 

2. In the event of interruption or postponement of voting, the commission seals the opening of the ballot box and 

transmits it to the commission’s chairperson for safekeeping. Before voting is recommenced, the commission verifies in 

writing that the seals remain inviolate. 

 

Article 32 
2. Only official notices, and in particular those referred to in Article 73 and 78, may be posted in voting premises. 

 

Article 32 
3. On election day, during all the activities of the ward electoral commission, representatives of electoral committees 

may be present on voting premises upon showing a certificate issued by an authorized member of the electoral 

committee. 

 

Article 32 

1. Campaigning in voting premises is prohibited on election day. 

 

Article 33 
Access to voting premises is prohibited to persons who bear arms. 

 

Article 34 
1. The chairman of the ward electoral commission is responsible for maintaining peace and order during the voting. To 

this end, he/she has the right to demand of persons disturbing peace and order that they vacate the voting premises. 

2. On the demand of the chairman of the ward electoral commission, the commander of the local police precinct is 

obligated to provide required assistance. 

3. In the event of a disturbance of peace in electoral premises, the provision of Article 33 does not apply. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 5 
 

Article 35 (1)  

1. In order to conduct the elections, the national territory is subdivided into multiseat electoral districts, hereinafter 

referred to as "electoral districts", comprising the areas of one or several voivodship or parts of a voivodship. 

 

Article 35 (2)  
2. The subdivision into electoral districts, their numbering and boundaries, and the number of deputies elected in each 

district, as well as the sites of the district electoral commissions, are defined in the Supplement to this law. 

 

Article 36 (1)  
1. The boundaries of electoral and the number of deputies elected in each district are determined according to a 
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uniform representation standard. 

 

Article 36 (2)  
2. The representation standard is determined for electoral districts by dividing the country’s population by the number 

of the deputies elected in electoral districts, that is, by 391. 

 

Article 36 (3)  

3. The number of deputies elected in any electoral district as referred to in Paragraph 1 may not be less than seven 

deputies. 

 

Article 37 
1. The State Electoral Commission presents to the Sejm recommendations concerning changes in the boundaries of 

electoral districts and in the number of deputies elected therein insofar as such need arises owing to changes in the 

basic territorial division of the country or in the population of individual electoral districts. 

2. The recommendations referred to in Paragraph 1 are presented by the State Electoral Commission to the Sejm not 

latter than 12 months prior to the expiration date of the Sejm’s term of office. The Sejm implements changes in the 

subdivision of the country into electoral districts no later than 9 months prior to the expiration of its term of office. 

 

Article 38 
Information on subdivision into electoral districts is communicated to voters in the form of announcement on posters 

whose printing and affixing are ordered by the proper voivodes, no later than 90 days prior to election day. 

 

Article 39 
Voting is conducted in electoral wards comprising from 500 to 3000 inhabitants each, formed on the area of gmina. In 

cases warranted by local conditions, electoral wards comprising a fewer or greater numbers of inhabitants may be 

formed. 

 

Article 40 

1. Electoral wards are established in hospitals and social care homes if they house at least 50 voters each for a period 

comprising election day. 

2. Electoral wards are established for voters residing in penitentiaries and detention centers. Failure to establish such a 

ward may occur solely in warranted cases upon the request of the director of the penitentiary or detention center. 

 

Article 41 (1)  
1. Electoral wards are established by the gmina council on the recommendation of the village head or the city mayor, 

upon determining the boundaries and numbering of the wards and the sites of the ward electoral commissions. 

 

Article 41 (2)  
2. Resolutions concerning the matters referred to in Paragraph 1 are immediately conveyed to the proper district 

electoral commission. 

 

Article 42 (1)  
1. Electoral wards for Polish citizens traveling abroad are established by the minister of foreign affairs in coordination 

with the State Electoral Commission , on designating the sites of the ward electoral commissions. 

 

Article 42 (2)  

2. The electoral wards referred to in Paragraph 1 are part of the electoral district proper for Warsaw-Downtown Gmina. 

 

Article 43 (1)  
1. Information on the boundaries and numbering of electoral wards and the sites of the ward electoral commissions is 

made public by the village heads and city mayors, by putting up posters no later than 35 days prior to election day. 

 

Article 43 (2)  
2. The obligation referred to in Paragraph 1 rests on consuls with respect to the electoral wards formed abroad with the 

proviso that this obligation should be implemented no later than 21 days prior to election day. 
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^ CHAPTER 6 
 

Article 44 
Elections are conducted by: 

1) the State Electoral Commission; 

2) district electoral commissions; 

3) ward electoral commissions. 

 

Article 45 
1. Members of electoral commissions forfeit their membership on the day when they sign a consent form for candidacy 

to the post of a Sejm deputy. 

2. Members of electoral commissions may not exercise the role of general or ward representatives of electoral 

committees. 

3. Members of electoral commissions may not, during an electoral campaign, engage in campaigning on behalf of 

specific candidates or candidate lists. 

 

Article 46 
1. Members of electoral commissions are entitled to receive per diems and reimbursement of travel expenses in 

accordance with the guidelines and amounts specified by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers in coordination with 

the State Electoral Commission. 

2. Members of electoral commissions are paid a lump-sum salary for the time spent on conducting the voting and 

determining the results of the voting and the elections, in accordance with the guidelines and amounts specified by the 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers in coordination with the State Electoral Commission. 

3. In connection with the performance of the activities referred to in Paragraph 2, members of electoral commissions 

are entitled to a 3-day unpaid work release from their normal occupations and professions upon retaining the right to 

all the attendant job benefits for that time. 

4. The guidelines for and amounts of the remuneration of members of the State Electoral Commission are determined 

by the speaker of the Sejm. 

 

Article 47 

Members of electoral commissions are entitled to the legal protection provided for civil servants. 

 

Article 48 
The State Electoral Commission is a permanent body proper in matters of the preparation, organization, and conduct 

the elections. 

 

Article 49 
The purposes of the State Electoral Commission include, in particular: 

1) monitoring adherence to the electoral law; 

2) taking the necessary organizational measured relating to the preparation and conduct of elections; 

3) cooperating with the proper offices of the general and local administration with the object of an efficient preparation 

and conduct of elections; 

4) appointing district electoral commissions; 

5) examining complaints about the activities of district electoral commissions; 

6) registering national lists of candidates for deputies; 

7) monitoring the updating of voters lists and the preparation of these lists; 

8) examining periodic reports of the National Electoral Office on changes in the basic territorial division of the country 

and in the population of electoral districts; 

9) determining sample ballots and official forms and electoral printing as well as sample seals of district and ward 

electoral commissions; 

10) determining and announcing the final results of elections to the Sejm; 

11) issuing to elected Sejm deputies certificate of elections; 

12) reporting to the Sejm on elections; 

13) implementing other tasks specified in this law. 

 

Article 50 
1. The State Electoral Commission performs its duties by acting directly of supervising the lower-level electoral 

commissions established for the period of elections. 

2. To accomplish its duties, the State Electoral Commission adopts resolutions and issues guidelines and clarification 
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binding on the lower-level electoral commissions and the offices of the central and local government administrations, 

as well as on their subordinate units which perform tasks relating to the conduct of elections. 

3. The State Electoral Commission establishes its own operating rules as well as the rules binding on district and ward 

electoral commissions, upon specifying in particular: 

1) operating principles and procedure of the commissions; 

2) manner of exercising supervision over adherence to this law. 

3) manner of exercising supervision over adherence to this law. 

4. To assure supervision over adherence to this law, the State Electoral Commission may establish its own inspection 

team. 

 

Article 51 
1. The State Electoral Commission determines the guidelines and procedure for utilizing the electronic system for the 

transmission and processing of data on the results of voting and elections. 

2. The Minister of Communication defines, on the recommendation of the State Electoral Commission , the guidelines 

and requirements for using telecommunications facilities and systems as well as the public telecommunication network 

for electoral purposes. 

 

Article 52 
The State Electoral Commission is authorized to use an official seal as construed by the regulations governing state 

seals. The diameter of the seal is 35 mm. 

 

Article 53 

1. The membership of the State Electoral Commission consists of: 

1) three justices of the Supreme Court appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; 

2) three justices of the Constitutional Tribunal appointed by the Chief Justice of the Constitutional Tribunal. 

3) three justice of the Superior Administrative Court appointed by the chief justice of the Superior Administrative 

Court. 

2. The president appoints the persons referred to in Paragraph 1 to membership in the State Electoral Commission. 

3. Members of the State Electoral Commission elect among themselves the chairman and two deputy chairmen. 

4. The membership of the State Electoral Commission is made public and announced in DZENNIK URZEDOWY 

RZECZYPOSPOLITEJ POLDKIEJ "MONITOR POLSKI". 

 

Article 54 
1. Changes in the membership of the State Electoral Commission occur owing to: 

1) resignation; 

2) a recommendation by the chief justice who had originally recommended a justice for membership in the 

Commission; 

3) expiration of the term of office of a member of the Constitutional Tribunal or cessation of employment as a judge. 

4) demise. 

2. Membership in the State Electoral Commission is complemented in accordance with the provisions governing its 

establishment. 

 

Article 55 
1. The permanent National Electoral Office is established. 

2. The National Electoral Office assists the State Electoral Commission in accomplishing its objectives, providing 

support services thereto. 

3. The director of National Electoral Office holds the post of Secretary of State Electoral Commission and attends its 

session in an advisory capacity. 

4. The guidelines for the organizational structure and activities of the National Electoral Office are defined in its statute, 

conferred by the Speaker of the Sejm on the recommendation of the State Electoral Commission. 

5. The National Electoral Office operates on the basis of funds allocated from the state budget in the line item 

concerning the Chancellery of the Sejm. 

 

Article 56 
1. The duties of district electoral commissions include in particular: 

1) supervising the adherence to provisions of this law by ward electoral commissions; 

2) examining complaints about the activities of ward electoral commissions; 

3) registering district lists of candidates for deputies; 

4) ordering the printing of electoral announcements and providing them to ward electoral commissions; 

5) determining the results of the voting and elections in the electoral district; 

6) assuring the proper preparation and conduct of elections in cooperation with the proper voivode and the village 

heads and city mayors; 

7) executing other duties specified in this law or recommended by the State Electoral Commission. 

2. A district electoral commission may establish its own inspection team with the object of monitoring the activities of 

ward electoral commissions. 

 

Article 57 

Rashkova, Ekaterina R. 2015. Electoral Law and Party System Development in Contemporary Central and Eastern Europe. Database available at http://electorallaw.org/.



1. The membership of a district electoral commission consists of 12 judges from locally proper appellate, voivodship, 

and district courts, indicated by the presiding judges of these courts. 

2. The State Electoral Commission appoints to membership in district electoral commissions the persons referred to in 

Paragraph 1 on the basis of a notice presented by the minister of justice, no later than 85 days prior to election day. 

3. The first session of the district electoral commission is convened, on behalf of the State Electoral Commission, by 

the voivode proper for the site of the district electoral commission. 

4. At their first meeting the members of the district electoral commission elect from among themselves a chairman and 

two deputy chairmen. 

5. The district electoral commission appoints a commission secretary on the recommendation of the director of the 

voivodship electoral office proper for the site of the district electoral commission. The commission secretary attends 

session of the commission in an advisory capacity. 

6. The membership of the district electoral commission is immediately made public by the conventional techniques. 

 

Article 58 
1. Support services in implementing the purposes of the district electoral commission are provided by the permanent 

voivodship electoral office operating under the voivodship court, proper for the site of the commission. 

2. The director of the voivodship electoral office is appointed and recalled by the voivode in consultation with the 

director of the National Electoral Office. 

3. The organizational structure and operating procedure of the voivodship electoral office are defined by the voivode on 

the recommendation of the director of the National Electoral Office. 

4. the voivodship electoral office operates on the basis of funds allocated from the state budget in the line item 

concerning the budget of the voivode. 

 

Article 59 
1. Changes in the membership of the district electoral commission follow the procedure prescribed for the appointment 

of its members. 

2. District electoral commissions are dissolved by the State Electoral Commission after accomplishing their prescribed 

purposes. 

 

Article 60 

The duties of ward electoral commissions include; 

1) conducting voting in the ward; 

2) monitoring, on election day, adherence to this law at the time and place of voting; 

3) determining the results of voting in the ward and making them public as well as transmitting voting records to the 
proper district electoral commission. 

 

Article 61 

1. The ward electoral commission is appointed by the proper gmina council, no later than 21 days prior to election day, 

from among voters, on taking into account the recommendations of electoral committees. 

2. The ward electoral commission in an electoral ward established abroad is appointed from among voters by the local 

Polish consul. The related procedure, guidelines, and schedule of appointment are determined by the State Electoral 

Commission in consultation with the minister of foreign affairs. 

3. The ward electoral commission consists of the chairman, the deputy chairman, and four to eight members. 

4. The membership of the ward electoral commission is immediately made public by the usual method. 

5. Support services and assistance to the ward electoral commission in accomplishing its objectives are provided by the 

village head of or the city mayor. 

6. The obligations refereed to in Paragraph 5 apply correspondingly to the services and assistance to be provided to 

directors of penitentiaries, detention centers, hospitals, and social care centers, as well as to consuls. 

 

Article 62 
1. Changes in the membership of the ward electoral commission follow the procedure prescribed for appointments to 

such membership. 

2. The ward electoral commission is dissolved by the district electoral commission after accomplishing its prescribed 

objectives. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 7 
 

Article 63 
1. The right to nominate district lists of candidates for deputies belongs to voters, political parties and organizations, 

and social organizations, who and which establish for this purpose national or local electoral committees, hereinafter 
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referred to as "electoral committees". 

2. The electoral committees referred to in Paragraph 1 are correspondingly governed by the provisions of the law of 28 

July 1990 political parties (Dz.U., No. 54, Item No. 312) - with the exception of Article 4 thereof - and by the 

provisions of other laws concerning political parties. 

 

Article 64 
1. District lists of candidates for deputies are nominated by the electoral committees meeting the requirement defined 

in the present chapter. 

2. National lists of candidates for deputies are nominated by the electoral committees which have registered lists of 

candidates in at least five electoral districts. 

 

Article 65 

1. The electoral committees which intend to nominate lists of candidates in more than one electoral district notify 

accordingly the State Electoral Commission no later than 75 days prior to election day. 

2. The notice referred to in Paragraph 1 is presented in writing and signed by three persons authorized by the electoral 

committee to make declarations on matters relating to its activities. The notice should specify: 

1) the full name of the electoral committee (and eventually its acronym) along with its site and exact address; 

2) the full name of the political or social parties and organizations, or of their electoral coalition, forming the electoral 
committee, of a description of the group of voters associating themselves to establish the electoral committee; 

3) a list of members of the electoral committee; 

4) name, surname, and address of the person representing the electoral committee vis-r-vis the electoral commissions. 

3. The name of the electoral committee referred to in Paragraph 2, point 1, should distinguish it from other electoral 

committees. 

4. The notice referred to in Paragraph 2 may also contain a sample logo or logos of the electoral committee, such as 

would distinguish it from other electoral committees. 

5. The political or social parties or organizations forming a joint electoral committee (an electoral coalition), which 

intend to nominate a national list of candidates may not establish separate electoral committees for nominating district 

lists of candidates. 

 

Article 66 

1. The State Electoral Commission, on receiving the notice mentioned in Article 65, Paragraph 2, acknowledges its 

receipt in writing and publishes information on such notices in a national daily. 

2. In the event that the notice is defective, the State Electoral Commission immediately summons the representative of 

the electoral committee to rectify the errors in the notice within 48 hours. If said errors are not rectified, the State 
Electoral Commission declines to receive the notice. A decision on the matter together with a rationale is immediately 

handed to the appropriate electoral committee representative. 

3. The decision of the State Electoral Commission referred to in Paragraph 2 may be appealed by the representative of 

the electoral committee to the Supreme Court within 48 hours from the date it is issued. 

4. The Supreme Court considers the matter in a panel of three justices in nonlitigious proceedings within 3 days from 

the date the appeal is lodged. The Supreme Court arrives at a decision and issues it, together with a rationale, to the 

appellant and the State Electoral Commission. The ruling of the Supreme Court is final. 

 

Article 67 

1. No later than 63 days prior to election day the State Electoral Commission casts lots for identifying numbers to be 

assigned to the lists of candidates for deputies nominated on behalf of the electoral committee referred to in Article 65. 

2. The State Electoral Commission immediately notifies the proper district electoral commissions and the 

representatives of electoral committees of the resulting identifying numbers of lists of candidates for deputies. 

 

Article 68 
1. A district list of candidates for deputies is nominated to the district electoral commission no later than 55 days prior 

to election day. 

2. The district list of candidates for deputies is nominated by the representative of the electoral committee or by a 

person he authorizes, hereinafter referred to as "the representative". 

3. The number of candidates for deputies nominated on the list may not be fewer than three candidates, but it may not 

exceed the overall number of deputies standing for election in the given electoral district. 

4. District lists of candidates should specify the name, surname, age, occupation, and address of each candidate. 

Names of candidates are placed on the list in the sequence determined by the electoral committee nominating the list. 

5. Each list of nominations should be accompanied by written declaration of consent of the candidates for deputies to 

candidacy on the given list of candidates. 

6. The representative of the electoral committee or a person he authorizes is empowered to provide explanation 

concerning the given list of candidates. 

7. When presenting a list nominated the representative is obligated to provide the appellation of the list (in an 

abbreviation or acronym form that does not exceed 40 print characters) which is to be printed on the ballot next to the 

identifying number of the list. 

8. The representative may also ask to designate on the list for individual candidates the names or abbreviations of 

names of the political or other parties or organizations supporting a given candidate. The related request is presented 
in writing prior to the expiration of the time limit for nominating district lists of candidates for deputies. 

 

Article 69 
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1. The nominated list of candidates for deputies for deputies should be signed by the representatives of the electoral 

committee or by a person he authorizes. 

2. The nominated district list of candidates for deputies, registered in the name of the electoral committee, as 

mentioned in Article 65, is accompanied by a written authorization of the list’s representative, signed by the 

representative of the electoral committee. 

3. The nominated list of candidates for deputies for a single electoral district is accompanied by a notice that 

correspondingly meets the requirements of Article 65, Paragraphs 2-4. 

4. The district list of candidates for deputies should be supported by personal signatures of at least 5,000 voters 

residing in the given electoral district. 

5. A candidate may stand for election from only one district list and in only one electoral district. 

6. The representative proposes designating the district list of the electoral committee by an appeal or its abbreviation 

and by an identifying number cast by lots pursuant to Article 67 and assigned to the lists nominated by the given 

committee. 

 

Article 70 
1. If the combined number of voters supporting district lists of candidates for deputies nominated by the same electoral 

committee exceeds 50,000, or if the given electoral committee registers its district lists in at least five electoral 

districts, the presentation by the representative of a certificate from the State Electoral Commission attesting that the 

requirement of Article 69, Paragraph 4, does not apply to the district lists reported on behalf of that electoral 

committee will suffice to register the lists in additional electoral districts. 

2. With regard to an electoral committee formed by an organization representing a national minority, the rights defined 

in Paragraph 1 apply once lists of candidates in at least two electoral districts are registered, or once at least 20,000 

signatures of voters supporting a list of candidates registered in a single electoral district are gathered. 

 

Article 71 
1. The proper district electoral commission immediately registers the districts the district list of candidates for deputies 

nominated in accordance with the provisions of this law prepares a record thereof, and notifies correspondingly the 

representative of the electoral committee or of the list. 

2. If the list of nominations contains major errors that cannot be eliminated, the commission refuses to register it upon 

indicating the causes of its refusal and immediately notifies thereof the list’s representative. 

3. If the list of nominations contains major errors, the commisstion immediately calls on the representative to rectify 

them within three days. If the indicated errors are not rectified within three days, the electoral commission refuses to 

register the list in its entirety or with respect to individual candidates. In the latter case, the list is registered with 

respect only to those candidates who meet the standard, provided that the requirements of this law are satisfied. 

4. The representative has the right to appeal withen three days to the State Electoral Commission the decision to 

refuse registering the list of individual candidates thereon. The ruling on the appeal is final. 

 

Article 72 
1. After registering all the districts candidates for deputies, the district electoral commission casts lots no later than 42 

days prior to electoral day. For the assignment of identifying numbers to the registered lists, with allowance for the 

sequence of numbers determined pursuant to Article 67. 

2. The district electoral commission immediately notifies the electoral committee representatives about the identifying 

numbers thus assigned to the lists of candidates for deputies registered in a given electoral district. 

 

Article 73 

1. The district electoral commission orders the printing of posters comtaining information on registrered lists of 

candidates, their appealls, and identifying numbers, as well as the personal information reported on the candidates. 

2. The posters referred to in Paragraph 1 should be transmitted to the proper voivodship electoral offices, which attend 

to posting them in the area of a given electoral district no later than 30 days prior to election day. At the same time, 

one copy of each poster is transmitted to the State Commission. 
 

Article 74 

1. The district electoral commission deletes from the registered list the names of candidates who: 

1) forfeit their eligibility; 

2) withdraw their consent to candidacy; 

3) pass away. 

2. If deleting from the registered district list the name of a candidate who has passed away results in leaving fewer 

than three names of candidates for deputies on the list, the representative may nominate a new candidate within three 

days. The list is thus complemented no later than 10 days prior to election day. The provisions ofArticle 69, Article 4, 

do not apply here. 

3. If deleting the name of a candidate from the list is due to a cause other than that mentioned in Paragraph 1, Point 3, 

or if the list is not complemented within the time limit referred to in Paragraph 2, and there are fewer than three 

names of candidates on the list, the district electoral commission invalidates the registration of that list. Its ruling on 

this matter is final. 

4. The district electoral commission immediately notifies voters and the representative about deletion of candidates 

and the decision referred to in Paragraph 2 and 3. 
 

Article 75 

1. After the registration of the district lists of candidates, but no later than 38 days prior to election day, 
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representatives of the concerned electoral committees may submit a joint declaration to the district electoral 

commission concerning the summation of the votes to be cast for their lists in the electoral district, as the rationale for 

the joint participation of these lists in the allocation of seats in the Sejm (blocks of lists of candidates). 

2. The declaration referred to in Paragraph 1 must be in writing. Unless the representatives decide otherwise in the 

declaration, the seats to be apportioned to joint candidate lists are allocated in direct proportion to the number of votes 

cast for each of these lists. 

3. Information on such blocs of particular lists of candidates is made available to voters by means of the posters 

referred to in Article 73. 

 

Article 76 
1. An electoral committee may nominate to the State Electoral Commission a national list of candidates for deputies no 

later than 35 days prior to election day. 

2. An electoral committee which has registered district lists of candidates in at least five electoral districts is eligible to 

nominate a national list of candidates. 

3. An electoral committee formed by an organization representing a national minority as referred to in Article 70, 

Paragraph 2, has the right to nominate a national list of candidates for deputies regardless of the number of district 

lists of candidates it has registered. 

4. The candidates nominated on a national list may be only those who have been registered on district lists of 

candidates for deputies reported on behalf of given electoral committee. The national list presented for registration 

should provide information on the identifying numbers of the districts and the appellations and identifying numbers of 

the district lists on which the concerned candidates were registered. 

5. A national list of candidates must contain at least 35 candidates, and a national list nominated by an electoral 

committee referred to in Article 70, Paragraph 2, must contain at least 10 candidates. 

6. When nominated for registration, a national list of candidates for deputies should specify the appellation or acronym 

of the reporting electoral committee, and it should be signed by an electoral-committee representative who is 

authorized to make the related declarations. 

 

Article 77 
1. The registration of national lists of candidates for deputies is correspondingly governed by the provisions 

of Article 71, Paragraphs 1-3. Decisions to refuse the registration of a national list may be appealed by the electoral-

committee representative within three days afterward to the Supreme Court, which considers the appeal within three 

days in nonlitigous proceedings, applying the corresponding provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure. The ruling of the 

Supreme Court is final. 

2. If it becomes necessary to revise the registered national list of candidates, the provisions of Article 74 apply 

accordingly. 

3. Registered national lists of candidates are correspondingly governed by the provisions of Article 75 Paragraphs 1 and 

2, with the exception that the time limit specified in Article 75, Paragraph 1, expires 30 days prior to election day. 

 

Article 78 
1. After registering all the national lists of candidates for deputies, the State Electoral Commission makes public an 

announcement containing information on these list, their identifying numbers, the total number of candidates 

nominated on these lists, and information on not more that 70 candidates per list. 

2. The announcement referred to in Paragraph 1 is made public no later than 21 days prior to election day, by being 

published in a national daily. 

3. The announcement referred to in Paragraph 1 is transmitted to all ward electoral commissions. 

 

Article 79 

1. Representatives of all electoral committees may designate one ward representative each to the proper ward 

electoral commission upon issuing them suitable certificate in accordance with the sample form defined by the State 

Electoral Commission. 
2. The list of the designated ward representatives referred to in Paragraph 1 is transmitted by the electoral committee 

representative to the district electoral commission no later than 7 days prior to election day. The list should specify the 

names and surnames of the ward representatives and name the ward electoral commissions to which the ward 

representatives are to be assigned. 

3. The district electoral commission attends to notifying the ward electoral commissions about the designated ward 

representatives no later than on the eve of election day. 

4. If the need arises to replace a designated ward representative after the expiration of the time limit referred to in 

Paragraph 2, the electoral-committee representative notifies accordingly the proper ward electoral commission and the 

district electoral commission no later than on the eve of election day. 

  

 

 
  
^ CHAPTER 8 
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Article 80 

1. A voter who signs the nominating petition for a district list of candidates for deputies also records his/her name, 

surname, address, and number of identity card or other documents serving to verify his/her identity. 
2. Every page of signatures in the nominating petition should contain the appeall of the electoral committee nominating 

the district list of candidates for deputies, on specifying the identifying number of the electoral district for which the list 

of candidates is nominated. 

3. The proper electoral commission receiving the nomination verifies in the presence of the electoral-committee 

representative that the number of signatures on the nominating petition for the district list meets the requirement and 

issues to said representative a confirmation in writing. After counting the signatures of voters the commission stores 

the lists of these signatures in a safe place, in closed and sealed packets. 

4. A voter may sign nominating petition for more than one district list of candidates. 

 

Article 81 

1. In the event of justified doubts as to the credibility of voters signatures, the district electoral commission has the 

right to verify them. 

2. Finding that the number of signatures is below the required number results in refusal to accept for registration a 

district list of candidates, or in invalidating its registration for a given electoral district. The related decision is 

immediately communicated by the commission to the electoral-committee representative. 
3. Doubts as to the credibility of the signatures may be announced no later than 45 days prior to election day. 

4. The decision referred to in Paragraph 2 may be appealed within three days afterward by the electoral-committee 

representative to the territorially proper voivodship court. 

5. The voivodship court examines the appeal referred to in Paragraph 4 within 24 hours in nonlitigious proceeding, in a 

panel of three judges. The court’s ruling is final. 

  

 

 
  
^ CHAPTER 9 
 

Article 82 
The ballot for district lists of candidates for deputies specifies the identifying numbers and appellations of all the lists of 

candidates registered in a given electoral district, along with the names and surnames of all the candidates registered 

on each of the district lists, plus the information referred to in Article 68, Paragraph 8. 

 

Article 83 
The ballot should provide concise information about the voting procedure and the consequences of faulty voting 

(requirements for the validity of the ballot). 

 

Article 84 

1. The ballot may be printed on one side only. The size and type of font should be the same for all the lists of 

candidates for deputies. 
2. The seal of the proper district electoral commission is imprinted on the ballot. 

3. Sample ballots and the procedures for preparing and delivering ballots to ward electoral commissions are 

determined by the State Electoral Commission. 

  

 

 
  
^ CHAPTER 10 
 

Article 85 
Immediately after the voting is ended the ward electoral commission determines the results of voting in the ward. 

Ward representatives of electoral committees may be present during that determination. 

 

Article 86 
1. The commission determines on the basis of the voters list the number of elligible voters and the number of voters 
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who were issued ballots. 

2. The commission determines the number of unused ballots and places these ballots in sealed packets. 

3. The commission chairman, in the presence of the commission, opens the ballot box and thereupon counts the ballots 

it contains. 

4. Ballots torn completely in half or into more parts are not considered when determining the voting results. 

5. Should the number of ballots in the urn exceed the number referred to in Paragraph 1, the commission states in a 

written record the probable cause of this discrepancy. 

 

Article 87 
After the number of ballots cast is determined, the ward electoral commission begins to count the number of ballots 

cast for every individual district list of candidates for deputies, as well as for every individual candidate on these lists. 

 

Article 88 

1. If, on the ballot for district lists of candidates, the symbol "X" is marked in the boxes to the left of the names of two 

more candidates from different lists, or if no such symbol is marked in the box next to the name of any candidate on 

any list, the ballot is considered invalid. 

2. Also invalid are: 

1) ballots other than those officially determined; 
2) Ballots lacking the seal of the ward electoral commission. 

3. If the symbol "X" is marked in the box to the left of the names of more than one candidate on the same list, the 

ballot is considered as cast in favor of the candidate for deputy whose name is printed first on that list. 

4. Writing of additional identifying numbers, or list appeall, or of candidate names on the ballots, as well as other 

handwritten notation or marking on the ballot entail no legal consequences and do not affect the validity of the ballot. 

 

Article 89 

1. The ward electoral commission prepares two copies of the record of the voting for district lists of candidates. 

2. The record should specify the number of ballots dispensed, the number of unused ballots, and the number of: 

1) eligible voters; 

2) voters who were issued ballots; 

3) ballots cut; 

4) valid ballots 

5) invalid ballots; 

6) valid ballots cast separately for each list (combined number of votes cast for candidates on a given list, for each 

list); 
7) valid ballots cast for individual candidates on each list. 

3. The record specifies the time of commencement and ending of voting and discusses the instruction and rulings 

issued as well as other major circumstances relating to the cours of the voting. 

4. The record is signed by all the members of the ward electoral commission present during its preparation. The record 

is stamped with the seal of the commission. 

5. Ward representatives of electoral committees have the right to incorporate their comments in the record, in making 

their criticism specific. 

6. Immediately after the record is prepared the ward electoral commission makes public the results of the voting for 

district lists of candidates. 

 

Article 90 

1. The chairman of the ward electoral commission transmits to the district electoral commission data on voting records 

by means of a public telecommunication network or through electronic data transmission, and at the same time 

immediately dispatches to the district electoral commission in a sealed envelope a copy of the record of the voting for 

district lists of candidates. 

2. The procedure for the transmission and reception of the records referred to in Paragraph 1 is determined by the 
State Electoral Commission. 

 

Article 91 

1. Upon completing the activities mentioned in Article 90, Paragraph 1, the chairman of the ward electoral commission 

transmits immediately to the proper village head or city mayor documents concerning the voting. 

2. Documents from the electoral wards referred to Article 42 are stored by the local Polish consuls. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 11 
 

Article 92 
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1. The district electoral commission, on the basis of the information referred to in Article 90, Paragraph 1, determines 

the preliminary results of elections in the electoral district, whereupon, on the basis of the voting records received from 

ward electoral commissions, it begins to determine the number of votes cast for discrete district lists of candidates for 

deputies as well as to determine the final election results for the electoral district. 

2. Representatives of the electoral committees which had nominated the lists of candidates for deputies in the electoral 

district may be present when determining the results of voting and elections in the district. 

 

Article 93 
1. Upon determining the number of votes cast in the district for individual district lists, the district electoral commission 

prepares, on a suitable form, in two copies, a compilation of the number of valid votes cast for individual district lists 

and of the overall number of these votes. 

2. On the basis of the compilation referred to in Paragraph 1 the district electoral commission begins to determine the 

number of Sejm seats to be apportioned to indvidual district lists. To this end, separately for each list, the number of 

the valid votes cast for each list in the electoral district is multiplied each time by the number of the deputies to be 

elected in the district and the resulting number is divided by the overall number of ballots cast for all the district lists. 

The quotient thus derived (in round of numbers) provides the number of the Sejm seats to be allocated to a given 

district list of candidates in an electoral district. 

3. If, after completing the procedure referred to in Paragraph 2 separately for every individual district list of 

candidates, some Sejm seats still remain to be apportioned, the remaining seats are allocated to those district lists of 

candidates for which the computed quotient show the highest values after the decimal point, upon also making 

allowance for those lists which have not yet been allocated any seat. 

4. If more seats are assigned to a district list than there are the candidates registered on that list, the vacant seats are 

assigned to other district lists, with priority given to the lists with the highest quotient, in descending order. 

5. In the event of "bloc" lists (Article 75), when determining the assignment of seats among individual district lists, the 

number of votes cast for these lists is considered to be the overall number of votes for a single list. 

 

Article 94 
1. After the number of seats for every individual district list of candidates is determined in accordance with Article 93, 

the district electoral commission allocates the seats linked to a given list in an electoral district to the candidates for 

deputies from that list in accordance with the principles defined in Article 95. 

2. Before commencing the allocation of seats to candidates from discrete lists, the chairman of the district electoral 

commission reports to the State Electoral Commission through a public telecommunications network or an electronic 

transmission network, on the preliminary results of elections in the district concerning the apportionment of seats 

among the district lists. 

 

Article 95 
1. Seats assigned to a given district list are allocated to the candidates who won the highest number of votes, in 

descending order. 

2. If two or more candidates win the same number of votes authorizing them to be awarded a seat for a given list, the 

seat is awarded to the candidate whose name comes first on the list. 

 

Article 96 

In the event of "bloc" lists (Article 75) first the number of seats to be apportioned to each list is determined according 

to the rules defined in Article 93, Paragraph 2 and 3, and then the provisions of Article 95 are applied correspondingly 

with respect to each list, with allowance for the declaration referred to in Article 75, Paragraph 1 and 2. 

 

Article 97 
1. Following the final determination of election results in the electoral district, the district electoral commission 

prepares two copies of the record on elections of deputies to the Sejm in the electoral district. 

2. The record should specify the number of the deputies being elected in the district, as well as the number of: 

1) eligible voters; 

2) voters who were issued ballots; 

3) ballots cast; 

4) invalid ballots; 

5) valid ballots; 

6) valid ballots cast for each list; 

7) seats apportioned to each list; 

8) valid ballots cast for individual candidates from each district list; 

9) names and surnames of the deputies who were allocated seats, upon specifying the identifying numbers of the lists 

from which they were allocated them. 

3. The provisions of Article 89, Paragraphs 4 and 5, apply accordingly. 

4. The record is accompanied by the compilation referred to in Article 93. 

5. Immediately after preparing the record mentioned in Paragraph 2, the district electoral commission makes public the 

election results in the electoral district. 

 

Article 98 
The record referred to in Article 97 is, together with appendices, immediately transmitted by the chairman of the 

district electoral commission to the State Electoral Commission by a procedure defined by the latter. Other election 

documents are stored by the director of the voivodship the electoral office proper for the seat of the district electoral 
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commission until such time as suitable instructions arrive from the State Electoral Commission. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 12 
 

Article 99 
On the basis of the reports on preliminary results of the elections to the Sejm referred to in Article 94, Paragraph 2, as 

transmitted by the district electoral commissions, the State Electoral Commission makes public these results 

concerning the allocation of seats among district lists in electoral districts. 

 

Article 100 
1. The State Electoral Commission, upon receiving the records from the district electoral commissions, and upon 

verifying the correctness with which the results of elections in electoral districts were determined, commences to 

allocate seats among national lists of candidates for deputies. 

2. The seats to be allocated among the national lists of candidates for deputies are apportioned among those lists, 

nominated by electoral committees, which won seats for deputies in at least five electoral districts, or whose related 

district lists won overall at least 5 percent of the valid ballots cast for all the district lists in all the electoral districts. 

3. In the case of "bloc" national lists (Article 75 and 77), when determining the allocation of seats among discrete 

national lists, the overall number of votes cast for the district lists linked to discrete and "bloc" national lists is 

considered to be the number of votes cast for a single list. After the overall number of seats to be allocated to the 

"bloc" list is determined, the allocation of seats among these lists is performed in accordance with the principles 

defined in Article 101. 

4. The provisions of Paragraph 2 do not apply to the national lists of candidates for deputies nominated by the electoral 

committees referred to in Article 76, Paragraph 3. 

 

Article 101 
1. Seats are allocated to discrete national lists of candidates for deputies in relation to the overall number of voter cast 

for the district lists linked to a given national list of candidates. The State Electoral Commission apportions the seats 

among the discrete national lists of candidates for deputies as follows: 

1) the number of valid ballots cast for the district lists of a given electoral committee which has registered a national 

list is divided successively by 1,4 (one and four-tenths); 3; 5; 7; and so forth through a sequence of odd numbers until 

the moment when the quotient thus derived can be used to rank successively as many highest numbers as there are 

seats to be allocated among the national lists of candidates for deputies. 

2) each national list of candidates is assigned as many seats as there are successively highest numbers for that list 

from among the sequence of quotient determined above. 

2. If in several lists the quotients are equal to the last of the numbers ranked on the manner given above, and if there 

are more of those lists than there are seats available for apportionment, priority should be given to the national list of 

the electoral committee which has won the most seats in the districts. If two or more electoral committees won the 

same number of seats in districts, priority is given to the committee which wins a greater number of votes nationwide 

for the district lists it has reported. 

3. Seats to be allocated for a given national list of candidates for deputies are won by the candidates from that list in 

the sequence in which their names are placed on the list - on excluding the candidates who have already won seats in 

electoral districts. 

4. If a national list is assigned more seats than the number of candidates registered on that list, the remaining vacant 

seats are assigned to other lists, with priority given to the lists with the highest successive quotients. 

5. The State Electoral Commission prepares a separate record of elections of deputies from national lists of candidates 

for deputies. In that record it reports: 

1) the number of votes cast for individual lists; 

2) a roster of national lists of candidates for deputies together with the number of votes casts in district for the lists of 

individual electoral committees, on specifying the districts in which these lists won seats and the proportion of votes 

they won nationwide, and also on naming the electoral committees whose lists are eligible for the allocation of seats 

among national lists of candidates for deputies: 

3) the number of seats allocated to individual national lists of candidates for deputies; 

4) names and surnames of the deputies who were allocated seats, on specifying the identifying numbers of the national 

lists from which they won these seats and of the electoral districts in which they had stood for elections. 
 

Article 102 

1. The State Electoral Commission, after allocating seats among national lists of candidates for deputies, makes public 

in the form of an announcement the final results of elections to the Sejm. 

2. The announcement referred to in Paragraph 1 must contain basic information from the election records reported by 

the district electoral commissions (Article 97) and from the record of elections of deputies from national lists of 

candidates for deputies (Article 101, Paragraph 4). 

3. The announcement referred to in Paragraph 2 is immediately published at the expense of the State Electoral 

Commission in a national daily and printed in DZIENNIK URZEDOWY RZECZYPOSPOLITEJ POLSKIEJ "MONITOR 
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POSLKI". 

4. The State Electoral Commission published a statistical report containing specific information on the results of the 

voting and elections to the Sejm. 

5. The State Electoral Commission determines the mode of the transmission, storage, and accessing of election 

documents, and in particular of those referred to in Article 91, Article 98, and Articles 100-101. 

 

Article 103 
The State Electoral Commission issues certificates of election to the elected deputies to the Sejm. 

 

Article 104 

The State Electoral Commission presents to the Sejm at its first session a report on the elections. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 13 
 

Article 105 
1. On the basis of the report on the elections presented by the State Electoral Commission, the Sejm affirms the 

validity of elections of deputies if said elections are not contested. 

2. In the event of the election of a deputy is contested, he/she has the right to participate in the work of the Sejm until 

the matter is resolved. 

 

Article 106 

1. The election of a deputy or the validity of elections may be contested on the ground of violation of the provisions of 
this law concerning voting, the determination of the results of voting or elections, or the perpetration of an electoral 

crime, if said violation or crime may have affected the results of election. 

2. A complaint against the election of a deputy or deputies in an electoral district may be lodged by a voter who had 

been, on election day, registered on the list of voters in one of the electoral wards in the area of the electoral district in 

question. 

3. The complaint against the results of elections from national lists of candidates for deputies may be lodged by any 

voter. 

4. If the grounds for the complaint are an accusation of an electoral crime, or of a violation by the State Electoral 

Commission of the provisions of this law concerning voting or the determination of the results of voting or elections, 

the complaint may be lodged by any voter. 

5. The voting Supreme Court does not act on any complaints concerning matters with regard to which this law provides 

for the possibility of lodging a complaint with or appealing to a court of law or the State Electoral Commission, 

respectively, before election day. 

 

Article 107 

1. The complaint is presented in writing to the Supreme Court no later than 7 days from the day on which the final 
results of elections are made public by the State Electoral Commission. The mailing of the complaint at a Polish post 

office within that time limit is tantamount to filing it with the Supreme Court. 

2. The date on which final results of elections are made public is the day on which the announcement referred to 

in Article 102, Paragraph 2, is published in a national daily. 

3. With regard to the voters mentioned in Article 42, Paragraph 1, the requirements referred to in Paragraph 1 are 

considered as satisfied if the complaint is presented to the local Polish consul. 

4. The complainter should formulate in his/her written complaint accusations or present or indicate the evidence on 

which he/she bases his/her accusations. 

 

Article 108 

1. The Supreme Court does not consider complaints filed by persons who are not eligible under Article 106, or if the 

complaint is filed following the expiration of the lime limit specified in Article 107, Paragraph 1. 

2. If a complaint does not meet the requirements referred to in Article 107, Paragraph 1, the Supreme Court does not 

act on it. 

3. If the complaint contains an accusation of an electoral crime, the Supreme Court immediately notifies the Prosecutor 

General. 
 

Article 109 

1. The Supreme Court considers the complaint in a panel of three justices, in nonlitigous proceedings, upon applying 

the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
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2. The parties in the proceeding are, by virtue of law, the complainter, the chairman of the concerned electoral 

commission or his deputy, and the Prosecutor General. 

3. The Supreme Court issues an opinion on the complaint and transmits it, together with the dossier of the case, to the 

Sejm. 

 

Article 110 
1. On examining the accusations contained in the complaint and the opinion of the Supreme Court, the Sejm decides 

on the validity of the election of the deputy. 

2. In declaring the elections of a deputy to be invalid, the Sejm at the same time decides on the conduct of by-

elections and the extent of the invalidation. 

 

Article 111 

1. By-elections are held by the procedure and in accordance with the guidelines prescribed in this law, within three 

months from the date the Sejm passes a resolution for conducting the by-elections. 

2. The president’s order for by-elections is announced no later than 10 days after the Sejm passes the resolution 

referred to in Paragraph 1. 

3. In ordering the by-elections the president specifies the election timetable, in which he may specify, with respect to 

discrete electoral activities, shorter time limits than those prescribed in this law. 
 

Article 112 

Voting in by-elections is conducted solely on national territory. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 14 
 

Article 113 
1. A deputy’s mandate expires due to: 

1) invalidation of his/her election; 

2) refusal to swear the deputy’s oath; 

3) loss of electoral rights; 

4) resignation of mandate; 

5) demise. 

2. The expropriation of a deputy’s mandate is confirmed by the Sejm. 

 

Article 114 

1. In the event of the expiration of mandate of a deputy elected from a district list of candidates the Sejm, in 

confirming the expiration of the mandate, passes a resolution for replacing the deputy with a candidate from the same 

list who won the next highest number of votes and has not forfeited his/her electoral rights. If there is a tie, the 

preferred candidate is the one who won the higher number of the district list. In the case of a national list of 
candidates, the preferred candidate is the one named first on the list. 

2. A candidate may relinquish his/her priority right to occupy the seat in favor of another candidate from the same list 

who won the next highest number of votes. The declaration of relinquishment of priority should be presented to the 

speaker of the Sejm within seven days from the date the candidate is notified of being awarded the seat. 

3. If, in the event of expiration of a deputy’s mandate, the adoption of a Sejm resolution to replace him/her with 

another candidate from the same list is impossible owing to absence of eligible candidates, the seat in question 

remains vacant until the end of the term of office. 

  

 

 
  
^ CHAPTER 15 
 

Article 115 
The electoral campaign begins on the day the president’s order designating the date of elections is issued and is 

subject to termination 24 hours prior to election day. 
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Article 116 

1. Voter meetings organized with the object of gathering nominating petitions for lists of candidates for deputies and 
convened and held as part of the electoral campaign waged on behalf of these candidates are not subject to the 

provisions of the law of 5 July 1990 Concerning Assemblies (Dz.U., No. 51, Item No. 297). 

2. Any voter can collect nominating signatures for the lists of candidates for deputies presented by electoral 

committees and disseminate electoral programs, campaign in favor of the lists of candidates or individual candidates 

for deputies, and also organize voter rallies. 

3. The signatures for nominating petitions referred to in Paragraph 2 may be collected at a place and time and in a 

manner precluding the application of any pressures whatsoever ixtended to extort signatures. 

 

Article 117 

Starting with the 7th day prior to election day, until voting is ended, the publicizing of the findings of pre-election polls 

of public opinion concerning the expected conduct of voters and results of elections is prohibited, as well as publicizing 

of the findings of voters polls conducted on election day. 

 

Article 118 
1. All election posters, slogans, or flyers containing an explicit notation of their origin or identifying their distributor are 

subject to legal protection. 

2. The posting of election posters is exempt from the provisions of Article 63a of the Code of Petty Offenses. 

 

Article 119 
1. Election posters and slogans may be affixed to walls or of building and to partitions solely with the consent of the 

owner or administrator of the real estate. 

2. Posting election posters and slogans outside and inside the buildings or central and local government administrations 

and courts of law, as well as on the territory of military units, civil defense units, and barracked police units, is 

prohibited. 

3. The village head or the city mayor may prohibit, by means of an executive order, the posting of posters and slogans 

to certain public buildings or specified parts of public areas for reasons relating to the protection of landmarks or 

environment. 

4. The installation of private sound-magnifying facilities with the object of waging the electoral campaign is subject to 

the applicable regulations governing public order. 

5. Posters should be posted in a manner facilitating their subsequent removal without causing damage. 

6. The police are required to remove posters and slogans affixed in a manner that may endanger life or health, safety 

of property, or road traffic. 

 

Article 120 
1. In the event that election posters, slogans, flyers, or other forms of campaigning contain untrue or imprecise data 

and information, any concerned person has the right to file with a district court a request for ruling in favor of the 

confiscation of such materials or issuing a prohibition or some appropriate temporary order against the publication of 

such data and information. 

2. The district court considers the request referred to in Paragraph 1 within 24 hours, in nonlitigous proceedings in a 

panel of one judge. The ruling that terminates the proceedings in such a case is immediately communicated by the 

court to the complainant referred to in Paragraph 1, the proper district electoral commission, and the person or 

organization required to enforce the court’s ruling. The ruling of the district court can be appealed withn 24 hours to 

the voivodship court, which is obligated to consider the appeal within 24 hours also. A valid court ruling is subject to 

immediate enforcement. 

 

Article 121 
1. Electoral campaigning is prohibited on the area of workplaces and public institutions in a manner and forms 

interfering with their normal operations. 

2. Electoral campaigning is prohibited in the area of military units and other organizational units under the jurisdiction 

of the minister of national defense as well as among civil-defence units and barracked police units. 

 

Article 122 
1. Electoral committees which registered lists of candidates for deputies are guaranteed equal access to state mass 

media, pursuant to the provisions of this law. 

2. The Polish Press Agency and Polish Radio and Polish Television present, on principles of equality and without 

charging a fee, during the period between 50 and 31 days prior to election day, the program assumptions of the 

electoral committees nominating the lists of candidates for deputies in more than one electoral district. 

3. In the last 30 days prior to election day, until the ending of the electoral campaign, Polish Radio and Polish 

Television grant to the electoral committees which had registered lists of candidates in more than one electoral district, 

free time slots on national or regional programs for their campaign broadcasts. 

4. The chairman of the Committee for Radio and Television shall determine no later than 65 days prior to election day: 

1) the terms and scope of the free use of the services of Polish Radio and Polish Television to produce the campaign 

broadcast referred to in Paragraph 3 and Article 124, Paragraph 1; 

2) a price list and rules for using additional services rendered by Polish Radio and Polish Television with the object of 
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notifying voter audiences. 

5. The representative referred to in Article 123, Paragraph 2, shall, no later than 65 days prior to election day, notify 

the representatives of electoral committees about the technical specifications defined by Polish radio and Polish 

Television to which must correspond the election broadcasts produced outside these institutions, and he also shall 

specify the terms and conditions for the utilization of the equipment adapting these broadcasts to the broadcasting 

standards mandatory at Polish Radio and Polish Television. 

6. During the period referred to in Paragraphs 2 and 3 Polish Radio and Polish Television are obligated, in their 

background programs about the electoral campaign, to present in equal proportions information on the activities of the 

various electoral committees which registered their candidate lists in more than one electoral district. 

 

Article 123 
1. In national programs of Polish Radio and Polish Television the combined time of disseminating free campaign 

broadcasts for the period starting 30 days before election day and ending with the day on which the electoral campaign 

is terminated, may not be: 

1) shorter than 25 hours or longer than 30 hours, for Polish Television; 

2) shorter than 50 hours or longer than 60 hours, for Polish Radio. 

2. The allocation of broadcasting time among the electoral committees referred to in Article 70 is performed by the 

representative for campaign broadcasts, appointed no later than 75 days prior to election day by the chairman of the 

Committe for Radio and Television. 

3. The representative referred to in Article 2 rules on the allocation of broadcasting time after consulting a council, no 

later than 48 days prior to election day. 

4. The council referred to in Paragraph 3 consist of representatives of the electoral committees referred to in Article 70, 

one each from each committee. 

 

Article 124 
1. In regional programs of Polish Radio and Polish Television the combined time allocated at no charge for campaign 

broadcasts, for the entire period starting 30 days prior to election day and ending with the day on which the electoral 

campaign is terminated, may not be: 

1) shorter than 8 hours or longer than 10 hours, in Polish Television; 

2) shorter than 25 hours or longer than 30 hours, in Polish Radio. 

2. The allocation of broadcasting time among electoral committees which had registered lists of candidates for deputies 

in the electoral districts to which extends the radius of the radio or television broadcasting of a given Polish Radio or 

polish Television station, or performed by regional representatives for campaign broadcasts, appointed, no later than 

70 days prior to election day, by the management of the regional stations. 

3. Broadcasting time is allocated among electoral committee in proportion to the number of the candidates they 

register. 

4. The representative referred to in Paragraph 2 rules on the allocation of broadcasting time after consulting a council, 

no later than 38 days prior to election day. 

5. The council referred to in Paragraph 4 consists of the representatives of the electoral committees referred to in 

Paragraph 2, one each from each committee. 

 

Article 125 
1. Irrespective of the broadcasting time granted to it at no fee, any electoral committee which has registered a list of 

candidates for deputies may additionally broadcast for a fee, twice daily, via Polish Radio or Polish Television, electoral 

programs lasting for one minute. 

2. The combined time of the electoral broadcasting referred to in Paragraph 1 may not exceed 10 minutes of the 

combined time assigned to a given electoral committee for broadcasting electoral programs at no fee. 

3. The director of the national program of Polish Radio or Polish Television and the directors of regional centers of 

Polish Radio or Polish Television may not refuse broadcasting for a fee the electoral programs referred to in Paragraph 

1. 

4. The amount of the fees charged for electoral broadcasts as referred to in Paragraph 1 may not exceed 50 percent of 

fees charged for broadcasting commercials and must be the same for all and determined according to the price list 

binding on the day on which elections were ordered. 

5. The programs referred to in Paragraph 1 are broadcast on the same principles as those applied to commercials by 

Polish Television. 

6. Broadcasting time slots for the programs referred to in Paragraph 1 are determined by the representatives referred 

to in Article 123, Paragraph 2, and Article 124, Paragraph 2, may be appealed within 48 hours afterward to the State 

Electoral Commission. The ruling of the State Electoral Commission is final. 

 

Article 127 
Electoral committees have the right to utilize the archival resources of Polish Radio or Polish Television, on following 

the rules applicable in these institutions. 

 

Article 128 

Information, press releases, and electoral appeals and slogans published in the mass media (the print media, or radio, 

or television) at the expense of an electoral committee, a political party, or another social organization supporting 
candidates for deputies, and also at the expense of these candidates themselves, must specify the name of the payor 

and meet the requirements of Article 118, Paragraph 1. 
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Article 129 

1. Irrespective of the provisions of Articles 31-34 of the Press Law of 24 January 1984 (Dz.U., No.5. Item No. 24,1984; 

No.41, Item No.324, 1988; and No.34, Item No.187, 1989), untrue or clearly imprecise information concerning the 
elections and linked to the electoral campaign, when published in the press and in nonperiodical publications, requires 

immediate rectification, and the time limit for publishing the rectification is 48 hours. 

2. In the event of refusal of rectification, the complainant has the right to request a district court to issue an 

appropriate ruling, and the court is obligated to consider the request within 24 hours in nonlitigious proceedings in a 

panel of one judge. The related ruling of the court is immediately conveyed to the complainant and to the person 

obligated to publish the rectification. The ruling of the district court can be appealed, within 24 hours to the voivodship 

court, which is obligated to consider the appeal within 24 hours also. A valid ruling of the court is subject to immediate 

enforcement. 

3. Regarding the rectification of reports printed in periodical publications, the court names the daily newspaper in 

which the rectification in to be published, at the expense of the defendant, within 48 hours. 

4. In the event of refusal or failure to publish the rectification by the defendant or by a party named in the court’s 

ruling, on the motion of the complainant the court orders publishing the rectification in executive proceedings as 

detailed in the court’s ruling. 

 

Article 130 
The exercise of the rights ensuring from this law does not restrict the possibility of the filing of claims for the exercise 

of these rights by wronged or injured parties pursuant to the provisions of other laws, and in particular of the Penal 

Code, the Civil Code, and the Press Law - against persons whose actions during the electoral campaign infringed upon 

the personal or property rights of others. 

 

Article 131 

1. The expenses of nominating lists of candidates and waging the electoral campaign on their behalf come from the 

funds of the electoral committees nominating these lists. 

2. Legal entities and individuals may donate funds for the electoral campaign to representatives of electoral 

committees. 

3. The funds donated by legal entities for the electoral campaign can only derive from profits. this also applies to the 

provision of services at no charge. 

4. Funds for the electoral campaign may not be donated if they drive from: 

1) the state budget and state organizational units; 

2) the budget of gminas [township], local government unions, and municipal associations; 

3) state economic entities; 
4) foreign sources. 

 

Article 132 

1. Representatives of electoral committees may organize public collections of funds for the electoral campaign. 

2. The organization of a public collection does not require a permit. 

 

Article 133 
1. The funding of the electoral campaign is made public 

2. An electoral committee which has registered lists of candidates in more than one electoral district submits, within 

three months from election day, to the State Electoral Commission a financial report containing information on the 

expenditures incurred in waging the electoral campaign and on the sources of the funds obtained for that purpose. 

3. The obligation referred to in Paragraph 1 [i.e., Paragraph 2], also applies to the electoral committee which has 

registered its list of candidates in only one electoral district. That committee submits its financial report to the 

appropriate district electoral commission. 

4. The State Electoral Commission shall determine the format of the financial report to be submitted by electoral 

committees. 

5. The reports referred to in Paragraph 2 are made public and published in DZIENNIK URZEDOWY RZECZYPOSPOLITEJ 

POLSKIEJ "MONITOR POLSKI", while the reports referred to in Paragraph 3 are made available for public inspection. 

 

Article 134 
1. The expenses referred to in Article 131, Paragraph 1 may not exceed, for any registered district list of candidates in 

an electoral district, the equivalent of 60 times the average monthly wage paid in the six basic subdivisions of the 

manufacturing sector for the month preceding the announcement of the president’s order designating the date of 

elections. 

2. In the event the ceiling for the expenses referred to in Paragraph 1 is exceeded, the Treasury office proper locally 

for the seat of the electoral committee imposes a fime amounting to five times the amount exceeded. 

3. The ruling imposing the fine and the collection of that fine from the representative of the electoral committee is 

governed by the corresponding regulations concerning the levying and collection of taxes from physical persons. 

 

Article 135 
1. The State Electoral Commission or a district electoral commission may, on its own initiative or on the proposal of the 

concerned electoral committee, apply to the locally proper Treasury office with a request to audit the expenditures 

relating to the electoral campaign waged by electoral committees. 
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2. The audit referred to in Paragraph 1 is conducted after the proper electoral commission receives a financial report 

submitted by the electoral committee, or in the event of failure to receive that report within the legally defined time 

limit. 

3. Expenditures of electoral committees are audited in conformity with the corresponding regulations governing tax 

audit. 

4. Representatives of electoral committees are obligated to keep documents connected to the funding of the electoral 

camping for at least 6 months after election day. 

  

 

 

  
^ CHAPTER 16 
 

Article 136 

1. Whoever posts election posters and slogans in violation of the provisions of Article 116 or violates the provisions 

of Article 121 is subject to the penalty of a fine. 

2. Proceedings in the cases referred to in Paragraph 1 are governed by the regulations on proceedings in cases of petty 

offenses. 

 

Article 137 
1. The expenses of the organization of preparations for elections and of the conduct of elections are defrayed from the 

state budget. 

2. In connection with elections, the state budget earmarks funds relating to: 

1) implementation of the objectives of the State Electoral Commission as prescribed in this law and the provision of 

support services thereto by the National Electoral Office; 

2) implementation of other electoral objectives by the central and local agencies of state administration; 

3) implementation of the purposes of the district electoral commissions and the provision of support services thereto 

by voivodship electoral offices; 

4) operations of ward electoral offices and the implementation of centrally assigned electoral duties by village heads or 

city mayors; 

5) the provision of free broadcasting time at no charge and assistance in the production of campaign broadcasts by 

Polish Radio and Polish Television pursuant to Articles 122-124. 

3. Each year the state budget earmarks funds for the operation of the State Electoral Commission, the National 

Electoral Office, and voivodship electoral offices, as well as for the conduct and updating of permanent registers of 

voters by village heads and city mayors, and, during the electoral campaign, for the activities of Polish Radio and Polish 

Television. 

4. A report on the expenditures defrayed from the state budget as relating to the conduct of elections is made public 

by the State Electoral Commission within four months from election day. 

 

Article 138 
The corresponding provisions of laws governing the establishment, revision, and dissolution of employment relationship 

and the remuneration and other benefits based on that relationship apply to persons employed by the National 

Electoral Office and the voivodship electoral offices. Also applicable thereto are the provisions of laws governing the 

rights and responsibilities of persons appointed to executive posts in the state administration under special regulations, 

and the provisions of the law on employees of state offices. 

 

Article 139 
All writing and legal and administrative proceedings concerning electoral matters are fee-exempt. 

 

Article 140 
1. The provisions of Article 37 do not apply to the first elections ordered on the basis of this law. 

2. In the first elections to the Sejm ordered on the basis of this law. Polish citizens who are permanent foreign 

residents and prove their Polish citizenship by showing document other than a valid Polish passport are admitted to 

voting. 

 

Article 141 

1. The State Electoral Commission that was established under the Law of 7 April 1989 Governing Elections to the 10th 
Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland for the years 1989-93 (Dz.U., No.19, Item No. 102; and No.36, Item No. 198) 

is hereby abolished. 

2. In the first elections to the Sejm conducted pursuant to the provisions of this law the president shall, within seven 

days from the date of publication of this law, appoint the persons referred to in Article 53 to membership in the State 

Electoral Commission and convene its first session. 
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Article 142 

1. The voivodship electoral offices established under this law also perform duties ensuing from the Law of 8 March 

1980 Governing Elections to Gmina Councils (Dz.U., No.16 Item No.96) relating to the conduct of elections to gmina 
councils. 

2. The guidelines for performing the duties referred to in Paragraph 1 are established by the General Elections 

Commissioner in consultation with the director of the National Electoral Office. 

 

Article 143 

Computerized findings on the results of voting and elections remain unofficial in nature until their confirmation by the 

concerned electoral commissions in the form of records prepared in accordance with the provisions of this law. 

 

Article 144 
Whenever this law refers to the expiration of the time limit for filing a complaint or an appeal with a court of law or an 

electoral commission, it should be construed to mean the day on which the complaint or appeal is lodged with a court 

or a commission. 

 

Article 145 
1. In the Law of 10 May 1991 Governing Elections to the Senate of the Republic of Poland the following amendments 

are incorporated: 

1) in Article 12: 

a) in Paragraph 1 the reference to "Article 69 and Article 71" is deleted; 

b) in Paragraph 2 "referred to in the Sejm Electoral Law" is deleted. 

2) in Article 18, Paragraph 2 the references to "Articles 118-125" are replaced with references to "Articles 105-112"; 

3) in Article 21, Paragraph 1, the reference to "Articles 129-149" is replaced with a reference to "Articles 115-135" 

2. The president of the Republic of Poland shall order the publication of the text of the Law Governing Elections to the 

Senate of the Republic of Poland in a form incorporating the amendments referred to in Paragraph 1. 

 

Article 146 
The Law of 7 April 1989 Governing Elections to the 10th Sejm of the People’s Republic of Poland for the years 1989-93 

(Dz.U., No.19, Item No.102; and No.36, Item No.198) is hereby declared null and void. 

 

Article 147 

This law takes effect on the day of its publication. 
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